St. Michael’s Parish

Dec. 25, 2011 - Jan 1, 2012

Mass Intentions
	Mon. Dec. 26
	
	No Mass

	Tue. Dec. 27
	
	No Mass

	Wed. Dec. 28
	
	No Mass

	Thurs. Dec. 29
	7:00 p.m.
	Mary Furey; Gerald Ezekiel; Stead Parsons

	Thurs. Dec. 29
	After 
7 p.m. Mass
	One-Hour Adoration of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  If there is a funeral on Thursday, the daily Mass intentions will be rescheduled; however, the One-Hour Adoration will take place at 7 p.m. on that day.

	Fri. Dec. 30
	9:30 a.m.
	Jane Shea; Anne Power; James Power

	Sat. Dec. 31
	4:00 p.m.
	Confessions

	Sat. Dec. 31
	5:00 p.m.
	Walt Fitzgerald; Mary, Andrew & Kevin Dobbin & Marie Dobbin Lahey; and Marion Rees

	Sun. Jan. 1
	10:00 a.m.
	All Parishioners of St. Michael’s Parish

	NOTE:  If a funeral occurs on a weekday, the scheduled Mass will not take place and the intentions for that Mass will be moved to the next available date.


Christmas Message:  Dear Parishioners:  As we reflect upon the Birth of Christ this time of year, we thank our Father in heaven for His fulfillment of His promise to send us our Redeemer Jesus Christ.  It is our Saviour who rescues us from the power of sin and darkness and brings us His Redeeming Love and Grace.  As we reflect upon this wondrous mystery, may we be drawn into the Love of God and Neighbour as to be reconciled to both through the Saving Love of Christ our Lord and Saviour.  May the Love and Peace of The Christ be yours during this Holy Time.

Peace and Love
╬
Fr. Jeff & Fr. Melvin

Christmas -- December 25, 2011:  “The Word became flesh and lived among us.” Vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life are living in our midst.  If you may be among them, call Fr. Ken Walsh 437-6628, Fr. Steve Courtney, 279-1625 or email: vocations@nf.aibn.com.

Hours of Christmas Masses: 
Saturday, december 24th (Christmas Eve)
8:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 25th (christmas Day)
10:00 a.m.

Saturday, December 31st (New Year’s Eve)
5:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 1st (New Year’s Day)
10:00 a.m.

Liturgical Ministers
	
	Sat., Dec. 31, 2011
5 p.m.
	Sun., Jan. 1, 2012
10 a.m.

	Readers:
	Karen Seward

Jasmine Brazil
	Sharon Hammond

Ros Fitzgerald

	Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist
	Tasha Brazil

Lydia Brazil

Jody Whalen
	Des McCarthy

Teresita McCarthy

	Presentation of Gifts:
	Lisa & Linda Fitzgerald
	Bill Newell Family

	Children's Liturgy:
	Cathy Tulk
	Ros Hurley

	Ushers:
	Joe Bartlett

George Hickey

Jason Hickey
	Tom Cole

Kevin Delahunty

Ray Whalen


Jesse Tree:  You will notice the tree at the front of the Church.  This is to remind us of the needs of the Food Bank.  Each ticket represents a different item needed.  Please support this worthy cause by taking tickets from the tree and returning the following week with the needed items.  Your support is much appreciated.

St. Patrick’s Mercy Home: Give Us A Lift Fundraiser in support of its residents is now underway.  Funds raised will be used towards the purchase of 20 electric ceiling lifts ($6,000 ea.) urgently needed at the Home. To make a donation please call St. Patrick’s Mercy Home Foundation Office at (709) 752-8745.

Week Of Prayer For Christian Unity 2012:  The St John's and Area Council of Churches will be arranging worship services and other activities during the week 22 to 29 January 2012.  Material for 2012 was developed by Christian churches in Poland, and has the theme ‘We will all be changed by the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ’ (based on 1Corinthians 15:51-58).

Home Religion Program:  The next meeting for children only is scheduled for January 15, 2011, at 2 p.m. at the Parish Hall.

Welcome:  New Member of Our Parish:  We would like to welcome into our Parish Avery Veronica Mary Brazil who recently received the Sacrament of Baptism in our Parish.  We wish her and her family many joys and God’s blessings and offer them our continued support.
The Mercy Centre For Ecology And Justice:  On January 3rd at 7:30 pm at St Teresa’s Parish, The Mercy Centre for Ecology and Justice Youth Group together with invited guests will hold a concert for the needy in the New Year.  Proceeds will go to the St Vincent De Paul Society and a sick person in Peru.  A suggested minimum donation of $10.00.
New Year's Eve Dance, St. Peter's Parish Centre, 110 Ashford Drive, Mount Pearl.  All proceeds are in aid of the Church Mortgage & Maintenance Fund.  Tickets $15.00 each.  Music by DJ Jeremy Snow. BYOB and Finger Foods. Doors open at 
8 pm.  Closing time extended to 2 am.  Limited Number of tickets available.  Call Karen at 364-8606 or email stpetersparish@nfld.net to reserve your tickets now!

Come Discover the Truth and Beauty of Catholicism! Father Barron has put together a documentary series about our Faith and how it is practiced by different cultures all around the world! This is an opportunity to discover how awesome Catholicism is and how we are united to Catholics the world round. Showings will begin at Memorial University every Thursday evening starting in January! We can't wait to see you there! www.catholicismseries.com
Mun Chaplaincy Weekly Mass:  St. John’s Chapel at MUN.  Every Saturday evening at 7:00 p.m. Mass is celebrated at St. John’s College Chapel (School of Social Work building)  Spread the word to the students in your life who may not be aware of this. All are Welcome! For more info e-mail:  nyetman@nf.aibn.com 

Offertory Collection - December 18, 2011
	Offertory (99 Envelopes) 
 $1206.41
Roof Fund (1 Envelope) 
 150.00

Dues (3 Envelopes) 
 175.00

Advent Folders (2) 
 40.00

Children's Advent Folders (2) 
 8.00

In Memory of Alphonsus Littlejohn & Richard & Bride Littlejohn 
 10.00

In Memory of Michael, Margaret & Jack McLean 
 50.00

Flower Donations 
 300.00

Thank You for your Financial Support! [image: image1.png]Chyig
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	St. Michael’s Parish
P.O. Box 610 - Bell Island, NL - A0A 4H0

Phone: 709-488-2525 - Fax: 709-488-3399

Administrator:  Rev. Jeffrey Kolonel
Asst. Parish Priest: Rev. Philip Melvin
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	Parish Webpage:  www.bellisland.net/rcparish
Office Hours:  Tue. & Thurs. 1-5 p.m.
Parish E-Mail: stmichaelsparish@nf.sympatico.ca
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Christmas - The Nativity of the Lord
December 25, 2011

Reflection:
First Reading:  Isaiah 62.11-12
See, your salvation comes.

The reading begins and ends on the note of salvation—that which is accomplished by the Lord—not just for Jerusalem, but for all nations.  First, we have the announcement of salvation and the proclamation of the Lord's kingship.  Then, there is the eye-witness of what God is doing and the jubilant response of praise.
Second Reading:  Titus 3.4-7

The goodness and loving kindness of God has saved us.

This beginning of the letter to the Hebrews takes us full circle:  from God's promises to the prophets of old, its fulfillment in the coming of Jesus his Son into the world, the heavenly exaltation of Jesus when he had accomplished his mission on earth.  Note also the affirmations about the Son:  his active part in creation and in sustaining the world; the glory he shares with the Father.
Gospel:  Luke 2.15-20
The shepherds found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
We hear the beginning of the fourth evangelist's account of the Gospel.  Note the presence of themes we just heard in Hebrews:  the son's pre-existence, the active part in creation, the glory he shares with God.  References to the ministry of John the Baptist are interspersed in today's text, as is the theme of the light and enlightenment that Jesus brings.  The reading ends on the note of the grace and glory we have received from him and our call to become more and more his children through the gift of his grace.
Sanctuary Candle in Memory of Michael & Margaret McLean


















