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The Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Avalon East District –  Bell Island

Executive Editor: Donna Kubik

There are no more important 
people on this earth than 
seniors. Why? Because prior 
to the written word or the 
computer era, this is where all 
the information was stored. 
Some would argue, as I do, 
this is still where all of the 
important information is 
stored today. The rest stored 
in libraries and in databases 
is just reference material. 
Talking to seniors allows us 
to know where we come from 
and where we are heading. 
This comes from experience. 
 
In Bell Island there is no 
seniors club, no list of 
seniors nor any way to know 
who is in this category. We 
need to start one. Now I am 
not talking about having an 
actual meeting every month 
or a recognized uniform for 
everyone. I just think there 
should be some way of 
contacting our all our seniors 
when an important 
presentation is available or an 
event is happening that might 
be of interest. We need to be 
paying more attention to all 
seniors. 
 
I have found a couple of 
stories of seniors who were 
pretty important to our 
community in a book called 
“Not so Long Ago.......seniors 
tell their stories” by Gary 
Granford. The stories are 
about topics known to Bell 
islanders so I thought you 
might enjoy them. 
 
Bell Island Miner -  Charlie 
Bown 
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Charlie Bown was born in 
Newfoundland. His father 
came from Nova Scotia to 
Newfoundland to manage one 
of the two companies mining 
on Bell Island. When Charlie 
Bown grew up, he went to 
work as a Bell Island miner  
 
ON THE MORNING of January 
17, 1938, I made my first trip 
down into No. 6 Mine. The 
previous week had been spent 
going to the Main Office to get 
hired on. I was given a small 
brass disk with a number 
stamped into it. 
 

With this disk, I became only a 
number, no longer a name. The 
number would allow me to go to 
the company store to pick up a 
miner's helmet, a wide leather 
belt for my waist to hold my 
lamp, coveralls and safety 
boots.  
 

I was told the hours of work: 
Ten hours per day, 60 hours per 
week at the rate of 32 cents per 
hour, or $19.20 a week. I was 
also given a book on safety 
regulations. 
 

About 6 a.m. on Monday 
morning I went to the dry-house, 
or change building, by No. 6 
Mine. In this building I was given 
a line on which I could hang up 
my clothes. Washing materials 
and showers were provided 
when I came off shift.  
 

Dressed in my work clothes, a 
helmet, a belt and safety boots, 
I proceeded to the lamp cabin. 
Here I passed in my number 

and received a numbered 
electric lamp. It was an 
expensive item and I was 
responsible for its care. 
 

At 6:30 a.m. all the men left 
the dry-house and went to the 
mine opening. At the opening 
of the shaft there were flatcars 
known as trams.  
 
There was a line of about ten 
trams holding 30 men on each 
one. We all sat with our legs 
inward so they could not 
swing out and hit the walls of 
the mine tunnel. Going down 
into the mine, a man with a 
very bright light sat at the front 
of the train. He was the 
"trammer" or signalman. He 
looked out for obstructions 
such as fallen timber or rock 
on the tracks ahead.  

At the bottom of the mine, 
long tunnels extended east 
and west. At the entrance of 
each tunnel there was a row 
of ore cars pulled by an 
electric locomotive. The men 
got off the tram and got 
aboard the ore cars to be 
taken to their place of work. 
 

The mining process in No. 6 
Mine was the "pillar and room" 
method. This meant a square 
opening was drilled into the 
solid ore and then proceeded 
inward. This left pillars on 
both sides for support. The 
wall of ore towards which you 
looked was known as the 
"face." The sides of the room 
were known as "ribs." 
(continued on page 2..) 

Be a winner by  
getting in the 
game to help local  
charities! 
 

Support the 
VOCM Cares 
Lions Club Bingo 
 
Cards are 
available at 
several Bell 
Island stores. 
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“I used to be a 
doctor, 
chauffeur, and 
undertaker. Not 
just me. Some of 
the other boys 
there in the barn 
did the same 
thing. Sixteen of 
us worked 
there.” 
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The roof was called the "back" and the 
floor was called the "footwall."  
Two men using an air drill bored twelve 
holes to a depth of ten feet. The centre 
of the room, about ten feet across, was 
drilled in a wedge affair. This pattern 
would have been planned and drawn out 
by the foreman earlier that morning. The 
wedge piece detonated first, leaving the 
straight holes to be blown out more 
easily only seconds later.  
 

The blasted ore was loaded aboard 4-ton 
cars. A machine called a "drag" hauled 
the ore from the face to the opening of 
the room. The other method was to load 
the ore by hand. Horses hauled these 
cars to the face or the room. Two men, 
one on each side of the ore car, would 
load their complement of eight cars a 
day, or 32 tons.  
 

Locomotives pulled the ore cars to the 
main dumping area, known as the 
pocket. Another series of cars, six in 
number, would haul the ore to the 
surface. 
 
Around 10 a.m. it was mug-up time. This 
was done in shifts as the work had to 
continue. Lunch at 12 noon was done in 
the same way, with no stoppage in work. 
At 5 p.m. all work ceased and each man 
made his way to the main slope to board 
the train for the 20-minute journey to the 
surface. 
 
I washed and changed my clothes and 
headed for home. My first day ... I had 
become a Bell Island miner.  
 
 
Ambulance Driver - Arthur Clarke  
 
Arthur Clarke was born at St. Thomas, 
Conception Bay. In his youth he 
fished with his father before finding 
work outside his hometown. At Bell 
Island, he eventually was hired as a 
driver of the ambulance, in those 
days, a horse and cart.  
 

I was sent to Bell Island when I was 
seventeen years old. I got a job down in 
a little mining pit called 44-40. Then I 

went to another surface pit, where I 
carried on for years. From that I got a 
job down in the East Barn, shoveling 
snow for the big bosses. 

One day I was asked to go teaming 
horses. I went down just for the day. 
When I had the day in, the boss told me 
to come back the next day. He said, 
"Half the boys down here won't take the 
horse you got because they're afraid of 
it."  

The horse was called Ben. When I 
would back in for coal, he would start to 
dodge off somewhere. I began to give 
him extra oats at the start, and another 
handful when I finished. After a while, 
that horse never moved. All the rest of 
the crowd were afraid for their lives of 
him. After that, whenever I went in the 
barn, he would bawl out to me. He knew 
my scent. 

That's how I got in the barn. Dinner 
hours most of the boys used to go 
home. If anyone had an accident, I 
would go to wherever there was trouble.  
 

I used to be a doctor, chauffeur, and 
undertaker. Not just me. Some of the 
other boys there in the barn did the 
same thing. Sixteen of us worked there. 

After a while, they got a square wagon 
for an ambulance. It was all open. It puts 
me in mind of those chuck wagons you 
see on TV sometimes.  
 
They had a horn on the outside of the 
barn. You could hear it all over the 
place.   They would call the barn and tell 
us where to go. Then I would put the 
harness on the horse and go. By the 
time I got the call and I reached No. 3 
Mine, it would take five minutes. To get 
to No. 4 Mine, the farthest one away, it 
took twelve minutes.  
 
I drove out in the open, not covered. 
There used to be hard winters those 
years. With the wind in from the north 
and the snow squalls. 

I was at that for 26 years. In those 26 
years I saw some queer, horrible 
accidents. Some of them lived and more 
of them died. I saw people burned. 
Burned to death.  

When I brought them to the stretcher, I 

thought I would get half sick.  

I witnessed men coming out of the 
mines after a fall of ground. One 
man was six foot two. Two and a 
half tons of stuff fell on him. His 
body was flattened, and he was 
hanging out over the sides of the 
stretcher. I saw some horrible old 
accidents, wicked. 

They later hired out the 
ambulance job to someone with a 
van. I had to do something else. I 
didn't like the mines job. I saw too 
many accidents, to tell you the 
truth.  

I got a job as a blacksmith's 
helper. I was there for five years. 
Then, when there was a 
maintenance helper off, they put 
me at that. 

I started off at 28 cents an hour. I 
used to bring home $17.10 for a 
sixty-hour week, ten hours a day.  
 
For more stories like this, pick 
up a copy of: 
 “Not so Long Ago.......Seniors 
Tell their Stories” by Gary 
Granford. 
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Introduction:   
 
There has been much 
discussion about the Bell 
Island Sports Field over 
the past three weeks. 
Prompted by a recent 
community newsletter 
article the subject has 
been discussed a lot in the 
community. People have 
been noticed driving by the 
area and taking a closer 
look at it making 
observations. In reality not 
all observations are bad. 
There are a lot of persons 
coming forward stating 
that this area is in not too 
bad of shape . . . it just 
needs attention.  
 
Almost every comment 
that has been given or 
heard has been extremely 
positive. The most 
common comment is “It is 
about time!” . The issue 
here is “It is about time 
for what?”  Time for the 
area to be fixed up mostly 
and given the respect it 
deserves! 
 
The big question that 
comes next is “ Who is 
expected to do it?”. The 
town, locals, service 
groups, churches, 
businesses, outsiders, 
seniors, youth? The 
correct answer is yes to 
all. Every one of these  
groups are needed and 
more.  
 

But before this or any 
project of this type is 
carried any further it must 
be stated that every 
person on the Island 
needs to “own” the project 
or it is a waste of time. 
This sounds like an odd 
statement at this early 
point but it is true. It is as 
necessary as it was for the 
development and upkeep 
of the arena, the 
development and upkeep 
of the area churches and 
every other remaining 
institution in our 
community. We support it 
or it fails.  
 
Bell Islanders need to 
“own” this area again. 
Ownership means a lot 
of things but more than 
anything else ownership 
it means that residents 
of Bell Island need to 
know first that they 
deserve a respectable 
park in the middle of 
their town. They are just 
as deserving as any other 
community but we have 
had a hard time making 
some people believe it. It 
is our biggest hurdle. 
 
If we generally agree that 
we will support, promote 
and attempt to meet and 
go past all mental hurdles 
that this project throws at 
us then read on.  
 
We must be willing to build 
it, watch over it and protect 
it . . . not just want it.  
 
 
Background:  
 
The large area in the 
middle of the town of 
Wabana that is 

surrounded by Bennett 
Street. Steve Neary Blvd. 
and Bown Street is the 
general area in question.  
 
This general area is a 
recreational area known 
as the “Sports field” to 
most. It has a great 
historical significance to 
every Bell Islander. There 
has never been an effort to 
bring it up to standard to 
other communities. Now is 
the time. 
 
Here is a proposed plan 
to get it going:  
 
1) Town Council 
Approval/ Leadership  -  
 
The town of Wabana owns 
the area. If anything is to 
be done to it must be a 
decision of council to 
head up any project. This 
means a special 
committee from council 
must be created and a firm 
leadership role for all 
potentially involved must 
start and be active out of 
this committee. Council is 
not expected to do this 
themselves . . . only lead. 
 
2) Assessment of area –  
 
Experts in renovating 
recreation areas need to 
do an assessment of what 
is there and what is 
needed to create a first 
class recreation area. 
What it costs to repair or 
replace existing structures, 
add trees, walking trail, 
benches, garbage cans, a 
playground and so on. 
Things that are there and 
things that should be there 
would be included.  
(continued on next page..) 
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(Sports Field cont’d..) 
This assessment would 
give the committee 
expected costs of various 
options. For example they 
could return with an 
assessment for a running 
track area upgrade in year 
one, ball field upgrade 
year two and so on. There 
are escalating scales and 
cost options. This 
assessment gives costs 
and total work needed but 
a reasonable time line to 
do it. 
 
3) Funding research  – 
 
Research into existing 
grants and donations 
available is needed. This 
gives the committee an 
idea of possible funding 
out there in the fund-
raising world. Maybe a 
second committee from 
council is needed for just 
this purpose?  
 
4) Ownership by Bell 
Islanders  –  
 
A Town Hall meeting is 
needed to present all 
ideas to the locals who are 
the vital part of this whole 
process. Up until this step 
there are only wishes and 
dreams . The local 
involvement will 
determine if the projects 
goes ahead. This 
meeting is needed in 
June of this year ASAP. 
 
  “ When we have the 

same number of bodies 
committed to this project 
as there are fence posts 
on this field then we are 
ready to start. These 
commitments are not 

financial in nature. We 
need persons who care 
enough to paint, rake, 
haul away garbage, 
fixes, watch over the 
park, report damages, 
etc. None are very hard 
jobs but essential.” 

 
5) Planning in action  –  
 
Once the commitment has 
been made from locals 
then it is time to set time 
line for the renovations. I 
believe this would best be 
done over a two-year 
period.  
 
The first year would 
concentrate on a general 
clean up, fix up, paint up 
existing structures and the 
second year would be all 
developmental needs. The 
positive aspect to a plan 
such as this is financial 
commitment is not heavy 
in the beginning. Fund-
raising and marketing of 
the program would start at 
once and continue 
throughout.  
 
The need for the most 
money being in the second 
year. 
 
Right now we need to:  
 
Fix and paint the fence 
and secure the park from 
vehicles.  
 
Get locals out with rakes 
and garbage bags and 
clean the site.  
 
Cut the grass in summer.  
 
Plow the track in the winter 
during Special Olympic 
training. 
 

Put in proper lighting. 
 
Get rid of the old pool 
building. 
 
Fix up the dugouts. 
Maintain the ball field. 
 
Set up a family picnic area 
with garbage cans and 
tables. 
 
                                       
That would get us started 
nicely. Again this would 
only be after a town 
meeting that results in lots 
of interest and lots of 
commitment from 
everyone. Again I 
recommend we get to the 
town meeting stage before 
the end of June 2007. 
 
 
A pessimist sees the 
difficulty in every 
opportunity: an 
optimist sees the 
opportunity in every 
difficulty. Which one 
are you?  
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Submitted by: Cpl. Boyd 
Merrill



  
LLooookkiinngg  ttoo  ggeett  yyoouurr  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  DDiipplloommaa??  
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If you are 18 years of age or older and are reading and 
writing at a Junior High Junior High level, we can help 

you prepare to write  
The GED tests that lead to a 
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1- Ferry terminal area work update: 

o Tenders close in early June for the removal and rec onstruction of the old dock on Bell Island. Once 
construction starts the ferries may be repositioned  overnight. 

o The newly reconstructed dock in the Cove is nearing  completion and should be   useable shortly. 

o Funding has been approved to widen the bridge and c reate a second ferry line –up lane in the Cove. 
Tenders should be called in the next few weeks. 

o Proposals for the construction of new terminal buil dings to be funded with cost sharing by Federal, 
Provincial and municipal levels of government were submitted in January 2007.  While favourably receiv ed, 
the Department of Transportation and Works has not yet completed its review nor agreed to fund. Users are 
encouraged to show their support and help the lobby  effort for the replacement in 2007 of the existing  
antiquated buildings by modern and respectable buil dings. 

 
2. Advance ticket purchases urged   
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3- Strike free service : No action on Legislation to prevent disruption fr om crew strikes 
 
 There is no progress to report on Government’s wil lingness and efforts to pass strike free legislatio n to 
avoid the possibility of another disastrous ferry s trike. The Captains Guild is already in a possible strike position. 
Preventative action is needed. 
 
4-Automatic ticket kiosk : New cash/card ticket purchase system not funded 
 
 Funding was sought but not approved in Budget 2007  for the new automatic ticketing system. Government  
has been written seeking reconsideration and reallo cation of funding in 2007 to allow this project to be undertaken. 
 
5-Withdrawal of second ferry seriously impacting Be ll Islanders and Bell Island economy  
 
 Bell Islanders were quite understanding when Government was forced to borrow the Beaumont Hamel again in 
early May to send to Fogo Island as their ferry had broken down.  A commendable “load and go” service was put into effect 
and with the appreciatated support of the captains and crews additional sailings and pre-selling of tickets were fitted 
reducing somewhat the severe impact. 
 
 Since the third week of May the Nonia was repaired  and was expected on Bell Island to assist the Flan ders 
leaving the Beaumont Hamel in Fogo Island while the  Winsor was under repair. To our shock, the Nonia w as also 
sent to Fogo Island giving Fogo Island a 2-vessel s ervice with a 60-car capacity and leaving Bell Isla nd, with 5 
times more ferry traffic reduced to 1 ferry with 36  car capacity.  
 

At the time of writing this article the deployment of the Nonia to Fogo Island is being strongly appea led. A 
second vessel is urgently needed much more so on Be ll Island to address the implications of the lack o f vehicle 
capacity and severe impacts on commuters jobs and t he economy etc. The tourism season stands to be rui ned if a 
second vessel is not soon assigned. The Flanders as  well needs the relief from a second vessel to fit in essential 
maintenance. 

The decision to divert 2 vessels to Fogo Island and  leave Bell Island with 1 vessel is not fair and no t 
reasonable and all users should consider passing on  the message that a 1-ferry operation is not accept able and 
consequences for Bell Island will be severe. 
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Over the past three years the 
Customs and Excise Unit of 
the RCMP in St. John’s have 
seen a large increase in the 
amount of illegal 
(contraband) 
tobacco/cigarettes coming 
into our province. Most of 
this tobacco is coming in 
from Ontario and Quebec 
and has been purchased 
from Native reserves in these 
areas.  
 
To possess any amount of 
this Tobacco/Cigarettes is 
illegal and anyone who is 
found in possession can be 
charged under Section 32 of 
the Excise Act 2001 as well 
as the Provincial (NL) 
Tobacco Tax Act .  
 
All tobacco that is brought 
into Newfoundland and 
Labrador has to have the 
provincial taxes paid on it . 
This is paid by the 
manufacturer of the tobacco 
and the tobacco is then 
stamped ( marked ) with a 
provincial marking to show 
that it can be legally sold in 
Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Two other important things to 
consider when you are thinking 
about buying contraband 
tobacco are :  
 
 (1) Health risk - Everyone today 
knows that smoking itself is not 
a healthy habit to have, but 
smoking contraband tobacco is 
even more dangerous as the 
person smoking this tobacco 
has no way of knowing what 
exactly is in that tobacco. Just 
recently I read a report from 
British Columbia were 
Counterfeit tobacco was tested 
in a lab and found to contain 
such things as ; insect eggs , 
mould , dead flies , and human 
feces. This is more than likely 
from tobacco that was brought in 
from outside of Canada . Our 
office here in St. John’s has 
seen tobacco that was mouldy 
and other tobacco that appeared 
to be of very low quality .  
          
(2) Tax Lost - Over the last year 
is estimated that Newfoundland 
and Labrador has lost over 20 
million dollars in lost taxes as a 
result of contraband tobacco . A 
lot of people don’t think that it’s 

such a bad thing that the 
government doesn’t get it’s 
taxes but if you look at it from 
the point of view that that 
$20 million goes right back 
into our hospitals, schools, 
roads and so on, then who 
are we really hurting. Think 
of something in your area 
that you would really like to 
see fixed or created.....$20 
million could really go a long 
way in making that happen !. 
 
If you have any comments 
or questions or would like 
to pass on any information 
to Police about contraband 
tobacco call the RCMP 
Customs and Excise unit 
at 709-772-5413 or call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477 
 
Cst. Sandy GOUDIE  
RCMP Customs and Excise 
Section 
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Message from MHA  
 
Once again I welcome the opportunity to communicate to the residents of Bell Island through the 
Community Policing Newsletter.  During the past three and a half years I have enjoyed reading this 
newsletter and appreciate being kept up to date through its interesting and informative topics.  I 
congratulate Cpl.. Boyd Merrill, the staff at the RCMP Detachment, and editor Donna Kubik for 
providing this excellent resource. 
 
During my tenure as your MHA I have sensed a renewal of confidence and optimism among the Bell 
Island population.  This feeling is supported by the article in the April edition of your Newsletter (see 
page 5).   This article describes the slowing of the population decline on Bell Island as well as the 
decline in numbers that are dependent on Government support.  In addition the number of passengers 
using the ferry, commuters usage, and tourist visitation are on the increase.  Those indicators suggest 
that we are indeed heading in the right direction.  Much has been accomplished but there is much to be 
done. 
 
I have deemed it an honor and privilege to have served as your MHA for three and a half years.  As 
you are aware a provincial election is scheduled for later this year.  At that time the residents of Bell 
Island, along with other Newfoundlanders and Labradorians, will decide who will govern them for the 
next four years.  I believe that Bell Island, with its tourism potential, strategic geographical position and 
unique natural resources, is well positioned to prosper and grow. 
 
The summer holidays are fast approaching.  I wish all residents, young and old, a safe and enjoyable 
summer vacation. 
 
Dianne Whalen, MHA 
Conception Bay East & Bell Island 
Minister  
 
 
 
 Message From the Mayor 
 
I am pleased to inform the community that I will be participating in a “Walk for the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation”.   I am dedicating my walk to the memory of the late Frankie Pendergast and 
Melissa Hurley.   
 
This walk will commence at the Wabana Complex on Ju ne 24, 2007 at 2:30 p.m.  and will 
continue for 5 to 10 km.  I would like to have as many people as possible show their support.  Let’s 
get out to honour the memory of those past members of our community. 
 
For those who would like support me in this event, please feel free to contact me directly. 
 
For those of you who would like to participate in the walk, please go to Town Hall and pick up a 
sponsor sheet and join me in a walk for health. 
 
 
Thank you 
Gary Gosine - Mayor 
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New Town Manager  
Curtis Mercer is a native of Bay 
Roberts and recently graduated 
from Memorial University of 
Newfoundland with a Bachelor 
of Commerce (Co-op) degree.  
As a student, Mr. Mercer 
focused his studies in the areas 
of small 
business/entrepreneurship and 
accounting.  As part of the 
degree program he was 
employed with the Atlantic 
Canada Opportunities Agency 
(ACOA) for 1 year during which 
he gained some experience 
with economic development at 
the municipal level. During the 
past month, he has spent a 
great deal of time becoming 
familiar with many different files 
and the different needs of the 
town. Mr. Mercer hopes to bring 
a new approach to the town. On 
behalf of the community, we 
would like to offer our 
congratulations to Mr. Mercer 
on the occasion of his 
convocation form Memorial 
University on May 25. 
 
Newfoundland Power  
Newfoundland Power has 
recently installed new poles on 
the Island. Unfortunately some 
people have been cutting down 
the old poles before they can be 
safely removed by contractors. 
This is a dangerous practice 
and should cease immediately. 
If you witness these poles being 
cut down, please contact the 
RCMP or Newfoundland 
Power’s emergency line 1-800-
475-5711. 
 
ATV  Users  
While we recognize that most 
ATV users are respectful of 
other people and their property, 

we are concerned about problems in 
some areas. We would like to ask 
that ATV users refrain from creating 
noise in residential areas late at 
night. We have had some complaints 
from some older residents who have 
been awakened late in the night by 
loud noises from ATVs.  
 
Ride for Sight  
Ride for Sight is the longest running 
motorcycle charity fundraiser in 
Canada; the first ride began in 1979 
in Central Ontario. Since its 
inception, Ride for Sight has been 
hosted in several different regions, 
annually. In 2006, eight Ride for Sight 
events will be enjoyed in six 
provinces across the country 
including Newfoundland and 
Labrador 

On June 22-24, the Annual Ride for 
Sight will take place in Gander and 
Norm Newman from this community 
will be a participant. If anyone would 
like to support Norm in this very 
worth while cause, you can contact 
him at 488-3462. He will provide 
official receipts. 
 
Mayor’s March On Heart Disease 
And Strokes  
The Heart and Stroke Foundation of 
Newfoundland and Labrador has 
invited all towns in the province to 
participate in the Mayor’s March on 
Heart Disease and Stroke. The Town 
of Wabana has taken up the 
challenge and will hold a community 
walk on Sunday, June 24 at 2:30 pm 
from the Wabana Complex. The walk 
will be in memory of Frankie 
Pendergast and Melissa Hurley. We 
invite the whole community to 
participate in this event by getting 
sponsors and joining in the walk or by 
sponsoring a walker. Sponsor sheets 
and receipt books are available at the 
town hall. 
 

Garbage Collection  
The Town of Wabana recently invited 
tenders for the collection of garbage 
in the town. After examining two 
tenders, the Town of Wabana has 
entered into a contract with Walter 
Lahey. Mr. Lahey will begin collecting 
on Monday, June 4. 
 
Clean Up & Tidy Towns  
The Town is still in clean up mode. 
We are asking all residents to clean 
up on and around your property. 
There are still a number of car 
wrecks in the community. If you have 
a car wreck on you property, please 
call the town and have it removed for 
a fee of $25.00. We have again 
entered the Tidy Towns competition 
to compete with other towns so that 
we can show others that we have a 
beautiful island community. Let’s 
show our pride in our community and 
impress all our visitors. 
 
New After Hours Emergency 
Protocol  
Given that we have a new Town 
Manager, we feel that it is necessary 
to notify the public of an updated 
protocol for emergency situations, 
which occur after the council office 
regular hours of operation as well as 
weekends and holidays. 
If problems occur in relation to water 
supply, or other emergencies 
covered under the town please call 
the Town Manager, Curtis Mercer at 
488-2157 
 
Submitted by  
Councillor Patrick Craig  
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We would like to remind the 
parents that registration for our 
Summer Programs will be 
starting on Monday June 4th.  
We ask that you drop into the 
club to register your child.  We 
will be offering T-Ball and 
Soccer for ages 5-7 (co-ed), 
Softball, Soccer, Baseball, and 
Co-Ed softball.  We will also be 
having some special events 
such as Sports Days and Ball 
Tournaments.  We ask that you 
register you child early.  Teams 
will be picked on June 18th.  If 
you have a child who is 4 and 
starting school in September 
they can join our outdoor  
programs but they must be 
accompanied by a parent  on 
game days.  
 
Boy & Girl of the Month:   
 
We would like to congratulate 
the Boy (Ian Bickford) and Girl 
(Destiny Carroll) of the month 
for April.  Ian and Destiny have 
been well behaved while at the 
club and taken part in our 
programs.  Ian is very 
dedicated to the floor hockey 
program.  He is always the first 
to offer help when his team 
isn’t playing. 
 
Thursday Night Bingos:  
 
Our attendance is starting to 
pick up.  I hope to see a few 
new faces, now that the 
weather is getting a little nicer 
and people are coming home 
on holidays.  On Thursday May 
24th, our jackpot will be 
$1,050.00 in 53 numbers or 
less.  After 5 weeks our 
number will increase form 53 to 
54 and when it reaches 55 and 
the jackpot doesn’t go, then it 
(JACKPOT) will be split up the 
following week.  Keep an eye 
open for posters advertising the 
BIG BINGO. 
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Lotto Draw:  
 
On Saturday May 13th we had 4 
people go out on our lotto draw.  The 
winners were Bren Brenton, Barb 
Tremblett, Lynn Somerton, and Kay 
Crane.  The winners shared $880.00 
between them.  This was one of our 
largest jackpots.  We will be starting 
another lotto in late June or early July.  
If you are interested in helping with 
this fundraiser, call me at the club.  
We can use all the help that we can 
get.  The more people entered the 
higher the jackpot. 
 
Awards Day:  
 
We would like to thank the many 
people who took the time to attend our 
Annual Awards Day, especially the 
parents, Minister Whalen and her 
assistant, Mayor Gosine, RCMP, 
Board of Directors, Ladies Auxiliary, 
and other organization’s 
representatives who came out and 
took part in presenting our members 
their medals. We would like to 
congratulate all our medal winners for 
the year 2006 programs.   
We were very proud to announce the 
big winners of the day.  Our 
Sportmanship winners were Natasha 
Brazil and Jamie Sheppard and our 
Boy & Girls of the year was Donnie 
Hawco and Tamie Arnold.   
 
Summer Bonanza Draw:  
 
Starting early June we will be selling 
tickets on our Annual ticket sales.  
This year we will be making a couple 
on minor changes to our prize 
structure.  1St prize we be $1,000.00, 
2nd prize will be $500.00, and we will 
be having a 3rd prize of $100.00.  If 
anyone is interested in selling some 
tickets for the club, please drop in and 
pickup some.  We appreciate every 
little bit of help.  The price of the 
tickets are $2.00 each 3 for $5.00 and 
the tickets will be drawn on Sunday 

September 2nd @ Black & White 
Lounge. 
 
Graduates:  
 
The staff would like to congratulate St. 
Michael’s Graduation Class of 2007.  
We wish you all the best with you 
future plans.   The Boys & Girls Club 
is accepting resumes for summer 
employment .  We ask that you drop 
off your resumes at the club ASAP.  
We have to advertise early because of 
our training sessions and Letters of 
Conduct have to be done on our 
successful applicants. 
 
RCMP Week:  
The week of May 14th  - 19th was 
Police week.  We would like to 
congratulate the members of our 
Local Detachment.  The RCMP has 
played a major part in many of our 
programs at the Boys & Girls club for 
many years and we hope that it can 
continue.  We feel that your visits to 
the club have helped our members to 
become very comfortable in your 
presence.  They appreciate the many 
different games that you have played 
with them.  We would also like to take 
the time to welcome Const. Robert 
Strong and his family to Bell Island.  
We wish you all the best with your 
new posting. 
 
Fundraising Project:  
 
We would like to thank the many 
businesses that allowed us to use 
their building for our most recent 
fundraiser.  Those businesses were 
Black & White, Dick’s Lounge, Royal 
Canadian Legion, Parson’s Lounge, 
Shirley’s Unisex, Tina’s Unisex, 
Personal Touch, Margins (Jennifer 
Hurley), Town Hall, Home Hardware 
(Ridge), Home Hardware (Town 
Square), House of Stoyles, Touch of 
Class, RCMP, Coop Bakery, NL. Light 
& Power, and Irving Gas Bar, we 
appreciate your support. 
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Monsignor Bartlett Arena, Bell Island 
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$3000.00 in prize money to be won! 

 
 

 

��������������  First 150 applications to apply to www.bellisland.net will be invited 
to participate in the selection process! 

 
For further information or purchase tickets call Cl ara Hammond- 488.2177 or Linda Hickey -

745.7577 
 

Application Fee:  $20.00  for successful applicants {Deadline June 30, 2007} 
Admittance Fee for general public to attend Contest  & Dance:  $10.00   

 
Limited tickets available!  
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1st prize $1500.00, 2nd prize $1000.00 & 3rd prize $500.00 
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Is hosting  

 
1st Annual Newfoundland Button Accordion Idol Contest at 

Monsignor Bartlett Arena & Lance Cove Beach on Bell  Island on July 28 
& 29, 2007 
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We are seeking a pool of expertise to  
help make this event a roaring success.  

 If you would like to be part of our team please co ntact 
 Nate Hammond @ 488.6641  

 
Thanks!  
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 First Annual 
Accordion Idol 
Contest 
 
Bell Island will host the first 
Accordion Idol contest on July 
28 and 29 2007 at the 
Monsignor Bartlett Arena. 
Mayor Gosine expressed 
"This event has the potential 
to rival any other festival held 
in this province, also  
it is time to recognize Harry 
Hibbs for his part in the 
revival of the  button 
accordion music in Canada" 
 
 Contestants will be chosen 
from across Newfoundland 
and Labrador to participate in 
the event. The first 150 
players to apply to 
www.bellIsland.net will be 
given an opportunity to send a 
sample of their skill by playing 
a pre-determined tune on a 
button accordion for pre-
selection of the 30 finalist. 
The finalist will then be invited 
to play on Bell Island on Jul 
28 before the judges and the 
general public in attendance. 
At the contest the contestants 
will be asked to play three 
tunes one of which will be the 

same for every contestant the other 
two will be the players choice. The 
finalist will be awarded prize money 
totaling $3000.00. The final 
selection will be by the public and 
Judges. 
 
The finalist will be give support to 
participate in other similar events 
held throughout North America 
such as Leavenworth International 
Accordion Festival. 
 
The family of Harry Hibbs has 
graciously offered a Harry Hibbs 
Memorial Trophy to be won by the 
winner of the Accordion Idol each 
year. This is a $1000.00 trophy and 
will carry the name of each winner 
for years to come. 
The winner will have the privilege of 
displaying the trophy in a prominent 
location in his or her community for 
one year. 
 
Tickets to the event are $10.00 and 
are being pre-sold on line at 
www.bellisland.net. Tickets will 
include the adult show and the 
dance on July 28 (ticket holders 
must be 19 or older to attend) and 
the presentation ceremony and 
beach party on Lance Cove Beach 
on July 29th is a family day when 
kids under the age of 19 are invited 
to participate in the accordion 
playing talent show on the beach. 

For further information on 
tickets please contact Clara 
Hammond at 709-488-2177 or 
clara.hammond@nf.sympatic
o.ca 
 
Special arrangements are being 
made for transportation to and 
from the event and the ferry 
service will be extended to 
accommodate people attending 
the dance. Other facilities are 
available to accommodate 
people in a manner similar to 
Red Cliff for the Salmon 
Festival. A bus service will be 
available on the island to move 
people from various campsites 
to the events during the two 
days. 
 
Because the Arena has limited 
seating capacity the number of 
tickets are limited for the Show 
and Dance. The Main act for 
the dance will be Bell Islands 
Best, Wabana Sunrise and 
Friends; other acts will fill in for 
a full night of fun and festivities. 
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Celibacy  
 
Celibacy can be a choice in life, or a condition imposed by 
circumstances. 
 
While attending a Marriage Encounter Weekend, 
Walter and his wife Ann, listened to the instructor declare, 
"It is essential that husbands and wives know the things that are 
important to each other. 
 
He addressed the men, "Can you name and describe your wife's 
favourite flower?" 
 
Walter leaned over, touched Ann's arm gently and whispered, 
"Robin Hood-All-purpose, isn’t it?" 
 
And thus began Walter's life of celibacy. 
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RCMP/Kiwanis Bike Rodeo 

RCMP/Kiwanis Bike Rodeo will be held at the 
Monsignor Bartlett Arena 

June 09, 2007 (Saturday) at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Children from ages kindergarten to grade 6 are invited to participate. 
Bring your bike and your helmet and have some fun! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Special Thanks to Tom Spracklin for Organizing this Event!!! 
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What is Phishing? : 
"Phishing" or "brand 
spoofing" is the act of 
sending an e-mail to a user 
falsely claiming to be a 
legitimate enterprise in an 
attempt to scam the user 
into disclosing private 
information. Government, 
financial institutions and 
online auctions/pay 
services are common 
targets of brand spoofing. 

Methods of transmission : 
HTML e-mail input form 
within an email or an e-mail 
providing a link to a 
deceptive replica of an 
existing web page. 

Characteristics : The 
content of a phishing e-mail 
is designed to trigger an 
impulsive reaction from 
you. It can use upsetting or 
exciting information, 
demand an urgent 
response, use a false 
pretense and is not 
normally personalized. 

Information at risk : Social 
insurance numbers, full 
name, date of birth, full 
address, mother maiden 
name, username and 
password of online 
services, driver’s license 
number, personal 
identification numbers 

(PIN), credit card 
information (numbers, 
expiry dates and the last 
three digits printed on the 
signature panel) and bank 
account numbers.  

Potential uses of your 
information : Control of 
victim's financial accounts, 
open new bank accounts, 
transfer bank balances, 
apply for loans, credit cards 
and other goods/services, 
luxury purchases, hide 
criminal activities, receive 
government benefits or 
obtain a passport.  

How to prevent : Avoid 
embedded links in an e-
mail claiming to bring you 
to a secure site. In some 
cases, the offending site 
can modify your browser 
address bar to make it look 
legitimate, including the 
web address of the real site 
and a secure "https://" 
prefix.  

If you’re suspicious : 

· contact the 
enterprise by using a 
telephone number or 
website obtained by 
a credible source 
and report  

· never e-mail personal 
or financial 
information  

· use anti-spyware, 
firewall and anti-virus 
software  

· don’t forget to update 
software on a regular 
basis  

Are you a victim? : If you 
have provided personal 
information: 
Step 1 . Contact all 
compromised card issuers. 
Step 2 . Contact your credit 
bureau. 
Step 3 . Report the incident 
online at the RECOL website 
.  
Do you have information?  

Contact PhoneBusters:  

1-888-495-8501.  
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Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of the Portugal Cove 
- St. Philip*s 
Lions Club 
April 24th, 2007  
 
Meeting called to order at 
7:30 
Lions invocation said by all.  
Minutes of the last meeting 
were read by Lion Bradley. 
Motion the minutes be 
accepted by Lions 
Bert/Nancy. Motion 
carried. 
 
Business arising from 
minutes.  Error in minutes:  
Donation to UC was 
$50 not $100 for use of their 
church for the last Zone 
meeting. 
 
Financial Reports given and 
carried. 
 
Committees:  VOCM Bingo:  
Lion Bert turned in $1725 in 
Bingo funds. 
Lion Bert*s Pennies:  Lion 
Bert turned in $50 from his 
penny cans. 
 
Membership:   Lions 
welcomed Jeremy 
Cummings who will be 
joining our 
Club. 
 
Charter Night:  Lion Olive 
provided us with a report on 

attendance at the Lions 
Leadership Institute * and 
gave a report on 
his attendance.  Motion to 
donate $50 to the Camp in 
memory of Annie 
Fry, sister of Lion Josephine 
Somerton, as well as in 
memory of PDG Bill 
Burry.  Both motions 
proposed by Lion Bert, 2nd 
Lion Nancy. 
 
Bills for Payment:   RC 
Legion for Charter Night 
$1679.90.  To Lion 
Olive for streamers etc.  
$14.82.  To Lion Fred for 
gifts and awards 
$299.71.  To Lion Fred for 
wine (for Lions Toast) 
$41.20.  Motion Lion 
Nancy, 2nd Lion Bert that all 
bills be paid.  Carried. 
 
Go Around and adjournment 
at 8:45 p.m.    
 
 
Per:    Lion Bradley Moss * 
Secretary. 
 
 
 

Charter Night.  
The Club took a minimal loss 
of $81.83 on the event but a 
good time was 
had by all. 
 
Correspondence:  From 
Lions Foundation of Canada 
re: Seizure dogs.  
From Lion Ron Pond re:  
needs of the Max Simms 
Camp given Bishops Falls 
Lions’ inability to have a 
telethon this year.  This 
equals a $26,000 shortfall in 
fundraising.  From the Lions 
Max Simms Camp re: Camp-
A-Rama on 22 July 07.  
From Lion Boyd Merrill re:  
list of accomplishments of 
our Club on Bell Island.  
From DG Sam re: heart 
transplant for youth in 
Central NL.  From Lion 
Gerald Hutchings re: 
extension of Downhome 
promotion. 
 
New Business:  The Zone is 
conducting a Draw for a Ben 
Gillard print.  
 
Lions Fred/Mary to 
participate in ticket sales at 
Sobey’s.  The Club 
discussed a summertime 
draw for an alcohol prize, to 
be discussed 
further in June.  Lion Fred 
returned the $70 deposit paid 
for his 
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If you have any 
comments, concerns, 
or questions about the 
newsletter please 
contact us: 
 
Cpl. Boyd Merrill at: 
boyd.merrill@rcmp-
grc.gc.ca   
 
 
We can also be 
reached at the  
RCMP Detachment at 
116 Memorial Street. 
(709) 488-3312. 
 
 

 
The newsletter is also 
available on the 
internet at website: 
www.bellisland.net  

Two Wolves 
 

One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about  a 
Battle that goes on inside people. 

He said, "My son, the battle is  between two "wolves" inside 
us all. 

One is Evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, r egret, 
greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inf eriority, 
lies, false pride, superiority, and ego. 

The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, se renity, 
humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosit y, 
truth, compassion and faith." 

The grandson thought about it for a minute and then  asked 
his grandfather: "Which wolf wins?" 

 
The old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed. " 
 
 
 
 
 

 


